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Isaiah 53: 10-11

Ps 32: 4,5, 18-20, 22
Hebrews 4: 14-16
Mark 10: 35-45

Two of Jesus’ disciples asked Him to do them a favour. Nothing wrong about that,
except that the favour they asked seemed very selfish in comparison with the huge
favours the Lord had already done in choosing them and making them His friends. And
He still had many more graces and favours to give them. Their companions were
indignant and angry when they found out what James and John had asked for. Why ?
Were they maybe jealous ? But Jesus wasn’t angry with the two men: disappointed
maybe, because their ambition was evidently still so narrow and they didn’t seem to
recognise just who He was. So He gave them all a lesson about power and service.
What James and John had asked for was really something quite silly, but perhaps not
as silly as many of the favours that | ask Him for. He told us to ask for what we want.
However, the point is not in “getting” things for ourselves, nor in having power and being
in control, but in having such great confidence in Him that we know He really is our
friend, our Lord, the One who will give us what we need, far beyond the widest of our
dreams. The favours | ask for are but tiny things compared with the love the Lord gives
me; let me always be mindful of and thankful for His very real favours. Lord, before |
even ask, You already know all my needs and those of other people for whom | pray:
give me greater faith and confidence and hope in Your grace and mercy towards us all.
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